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 Greetings!  I hope this finds you well and had an enjoyable year.  My year as your  

Chairman will come to an end in a few months.  I would like to say thank you to Aaron 

Cocking, Dani Hennen and Arlette Twedt for making my year as Chairman enjoyable.   

Appreciation also goes out to all of the volunteers on the committees as well as those who 

assist at the various events hosted by MAFMIC.  In addition, I wouldnôt have been able to 

do this without the other MAFMIC board members; and my thanks also extends to them.   
 

Most, if not all of you, are aware that Aaron Cocking has resigned from MAFMIC.  Aaron was with MAFMIC 

for 7 years and made great strides in building the MAFMIC PAC fund as well as helping our association with 

any issues that arose during his tenure.  MAFMIC wishes Aaron all the best in his new position with the  

Insurance Federation of Minnesota.  The MAFMIC Board is working to find a replacement for Aaron.  Once 

the position has been filled the membership will be notified.   
 

My wife, Cindy, and I would like to invite everyone to attend the 125th MAFMIC Convention at the Radisson 

Blu.  The dates of the convention are February 9-11th.  Iôm confident the Education Committee has done an  

excellent job planning the convention.  I hope to see you at convention. 
 

Monday morning will start with our Prayer Breakfast.  I know this is an early start to the day, but if you  

havenôt been to this breakfast before, please attend one time and you wonôt be disappointed.  Brad Bigler will 

be our Prayer Breakfast speaker this year.  Brad is the head menôs basketball coach at Southwest Minnesota 

State University.  Bradôs family has endured some personal tragedies, but he enjoys sharing his story how faith, 

family and friends have helped him to take one step at a time and to enjoy life again.   
 

We have heard your feedback regarding the menu, especially the food at the Chairmanôs reception.  This year 

we are planning on serving a buffet meal on Sunday night instead of appetizers.  Please donôt expect lobster, 

but more of a picnic style meal.  We are also working closely with the chef from the Radisson Blu to improve 

the overall food experience for people attending the convention.   
 

Thank you for your ongoing support of MAFMIC as well as me during my term as Chairman.  I look forward 

to a successful transition as Dan Rupp becomes your next Chairman. 

 

Mark Nelson 

MAFMIC Chairman 2019-2020 

Mark Nelson, MAFMIC Chairman 2019-2020 
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Mutual Link 

MAFMIC Executive Board & District Directors 
 

Mark Nelson,        MAFMIC Chairman,                                      

        Norwegian Mutual 

Dan Rupp,        MAFMIC Chairman - Elect             

        RAM Mutual                                                                 

Kevin Strandberg,   MAFMIC Vice Chairman,                                                         

        Kerkhoven & Hayes Mutual                                                                 

Greg Parent,          Secretary/Treasurer,  

                              German Farmers Mutual 

Mikel Nelson,      Immediate Past Chairman,                                               

                   Elmdale Mutual 

Jackie Sirjord,       District 1, Garfield Mutual                                                   

Eric Johnson,        District 2,  Woodland Mutual 

Roger Miller,         District 3, Lake Park & Cuba  

Jenny Eiynck,        District 4, St. Joseph Mutual 

Jen Visser,            District 5, Bird Island-Hawk Creek 

Nick Hager,           District 6, Kelso & Shelby Mutual 

Vicki Hongerholt,  District 7, Mound Prairie Mutual 

Todd Bossuyt,       Statewide, North Star Mutual 

Editorial Advisory Committee 
             

Vicki Hongerholt - Chairman, Mound Prairie Mutual 

Ben Berg - Headwaters Mutual 

Alex Coulter - Schluchter Investment Group 

Erica Johnson -Southeast Mutual 

Dan McCue - Grinnell Re 

John Neal - Willenbring, Dahl, Wocken & Zimmerman  

Joel Peiffer - IMT Computer Services 

Sandy Walstrom - Farmers Mutual                                    

Jim Williams - Abdo, Eick & Meyers, LLC 

Dani Hennen - Staff Liaison - MAFMIC   

Arlette Twedt - Staff Liaison - MAFMIC  
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 Grove Mutual Fire Insurance Company was organized on  

January 23rd, 1902. A group of local farmers, from the town of 

Grove, decided to establish the company to protect against loss  

or damage by fire or lightning.  Now located in the town of Meire Grove, Grove 

Mutual employs one full time manager and two part-time employees. Grove  

Mutual writes for all perils allowed under Chapter 67A.  We have 11 Agencies 

and write in 14 counties around Central Minnesota. 

 

Our Mission statement is that Grove Mutual Fire Insurance Company is  

committed to provide quality insurance products to eligible member  

policyholders at a competitive rate while providing excellent member service.   

 

We strive to serve our local communities, agents and policyholders. Grove Mutualôs 5-year 

goal is to obviously grow in policy count and written premium. We are also striving to develop 

a strategic marketing plan to educate the general public on what Mutual Insurance Companies 

do and how we support our communities.  One way our Board Members and Staff support our 

communities is by being involved in numerous non-profits and serve as Board Members on 

other organizations in neighboring communities. We also support our local schools, fire  

departments, churches and other local charities. 

Our biggest challenge is keeping up with technology to remain competitive with big insurance 

carriers.  The younger generation wants to be able to get a quote, file a claim, and make a  

payment all through a phone app, but that is not possible for most Mutual Insurance  

Companies at this time. 

                  Grove Mutual Company Profile 

Angela  

Fuechtmann 

Manager 


